Wrapping Up Your Senior Year
By EducationQuest Foundation

The last part of your senior year is packed with college deadlines and decisions. You may feel like you have one foot in high school and the other in college. Here’s how to stay on the right track in both worlds.

Watch your grades. If you slack off and get poor grades, your college admission could be revoked, so pay attention to coursework, grades, and extracurricular activities.
Complete the financial aid process. By now, you should have filed your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). If you haven’t, apply at studentaid.gov. After filing, you will receive a FAFSA Submission Summary acknowledging that your FAFSA was processed.

Keep applying for scholarships. This isn’t just during your senior year but should continue while you are in college.

Compare financial aid offers. After you submit your FAFSA, the colleges you listed on the form, and accepted you for admission, will send you a financial aid offer detailing the financial aid they can provide. Compare the offers to determine which college provides the best financial aid package. If you qualify, colleges try to offer a combination of scholarships, grants, work-study, and student and/or parent loans.
Make your final college selection. In addition to financial aid, consider the schools’ academic programs, location, typical class size, and the campus culture. Once you make your final selection, typically by May 1, notify the other colleges so they can take you off their mailing list.

Pay attention to deadlines. Submit your housing deposit before the deadline to increase your chances of getting your top choice of residence hall. Also, be aware of deadlines to register for new-student orientation and courses, as well as deadlines for accepting financial aid and admissions. 

Get a job. Work as much as you can over the summer to help pay for dorm essentials, textbooks, and other college-related costs. Plan to work part-time after you start college to help with daily living expenses.

All of this can be overwhelming, but you don’t have to do this alone! Involve your family, teachers, counselors, and friends who are already in college.  

