What are you going to major in?
By EducationQuest Foundation

It’s a simple question, but the answer may be tough.  While you don’t have to start college with your major already decided, it’s helpful to have a general idea of what you want to study. 
Follow these steps in high school to help you make your “major” decision.

1.  Evaluate your skills and interests.

Personal Strengths – what adjectives describe you?

Talents – what do you do well?

Interests – what do you enjoy?

Values – what’s important to you? 

2.  Gather facts about majors that interest you.  Talk to your school counselor about your selections, and look at advanced classes in each major. Some students change majors because they become disillusioned with upper-level courses.

3.  Job shadow.  By observing different careers, you may find some that suit you while you cross others off your list. 
Follow these steps after you get to college:

Join student organizations that relate to potential careers. You’ll meet other students with similar interests and discover if the fit is right.

Make good use of your electives. Along with core requirements during your freshman and sophomore year, take electives that are in your potential area of study.

Declare your major before your fourth semester of college. This should allow you to finish in four years if you enroll full-time each semester and remain in good academic standing. Talk to your academic advisor about majors, such as education, that may require you to declare when you enter college.

Don’t just settle on a major.  Take your time, explore your options, and make a good decision. Then you can avoid making college a “major” disappointment.

