Preparing for college entrance exams

By EducationQuest Foundation

When it comes to the ACT and SAT college entrance exams, preparation can mean higher scores – and that means increased college admission and scholarship opportunities. 


About the exams
The ACT includes test areas in English, math, reading, science, and an optional writing section. Scores for each section are averaged to create a composite score. A perfect score is 36. 

The SAT has four components: evidence-based reading, writing, math, and an optional essay. Scores for each section range from 200-800 points, which are added together to determine your overall score. A perfect score is 1600. 
Historically, Midwestern colleges prefer the ACT and coastal schools prefer the SAT; however, most colleges will accept either. Consider taking both to see which exam suits you better.
In Nebraska, you’ll take the ACT in the spring of your junior year – and you might consider taking the SAT as well. Consider retaking the exams in the fall of your senior year to potentially increase your score (you can retake them several times if you wish). Most colleges will use your highest score for admission and scholarship consideration. Be aware of the last test dates colleges will accept. 
How to prepare

Take challenging classes in English, math, reading, and science throughout high school.

Ask your school counselor about test-prep resources that fit your budget and learning style. They may include self-study preparation books and online resources. If you prefer a group setting, consider school-sponsored workshops and test preparation businesses, though these often require a fee. 

You’ll find free test-prep products at act.org or collegeboard.org.  

Here are some test-taking strategies from ACT:  

· Carefully read the instructions for each section of the test.

· Pace yourself so you can attempt all questions on the exam.

· Answer the easy questions first and then tackle the more difficult ones.

· For difficult questions, eliminate all incorrect answers then make an educated guess among the remaining options. 

· Answer every question because there is no penalty for guessing.

· Review your work.  
